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1,113 CAMPGROUNDS 50 STATES + CANADA LIVE ON IOS FREE, NO ADS



AT A GLANCE

PRODUCT Campgrounder, campground discovery for iOS and the web

STATUS Live. iOS app launched June 30, 2026. Version 1.4 in review with Apple,
August 2026.

PLATFORM Native iOS app on the App Store, plus an installable progressive web app

COVERAGE 1,113 hand curated campgrounds across all 50 US states and Canada

TYPES National Parks - Forest Service - BLM - Army Corps - State Parks - City and County

- Private - Glamping - RV Parks - Provincial Parks

LIVE DATA Recreation.gov availability - NIFC and NASA wildfire feeds - Open-Meteo weather
and air quality

PRICE Free. No banner ads, ever. No account required.

DESIGN Bauhaus minimal. Deep forest green and campfire orange.

ORIGIN Born in Michigan, on the Great Lakes. Shaped by years in the Pacific
Northwest.

CONTACT hello@campgrounder.io - campgrounder.io

FINDING CAMP

How a Michigan camper built the camping app nobody else would make

There is a certain feeling that arrives sometime in February, when the lake has frozen out to the
horizon and every trailhead is under four feet of snow. You start scrolling. You open tabs. You
type “best campgrounds near me” into a browser and get back a twelve column grid of banner
ads, sponsored listings, and a map that takes thirty seconds to load on a good connection.

For Ben VanderVeen, who grew up camping in Michigan and now designs from the Pacific
Northwest, that was the moment that started everything.

“I had been camping my whole life,” he says. “Michigan is where | learned it. Lake Superior, the
backcountry around Northern Michigan University, cold water and a lot of pine. But finding a
campsite, actually discovering somewhere new, somewhere that might change you a little, was
getting harder, not easier. Every tool | found was built for clicks, not for campers.”

Campgrounder is his answer. It is a free, carefully designed campground discovery app, now live
on the App Store and the web, and it looks nothing like anything else in its category.

THE BAUHAUS IN THE WOODS

The first thing you notice is the design. The screen is deep forest green, nearly black. The type is
massive, bold and unapologetically heavy, the kind of scale that makes you feel the weight of the
words Find your camp. The mark is a rounded orange triangle with a single pine tree cut out of
the center. Atent and a tree in one shape, and nothing else.



“I wanted it to feel like a field guide crossed with a museum catalog,” Ben explains. “The Bauhaus
movement was obsessed with the idea that design should serve function, that beauty and
usefulness are the same thing. A camping app that is actually beautiful is more useful, because
you want to use it.”

The palette took a while to land. “The orange is the color of an ember at the exact right moment
in a fire,” he says. “Not too yellow, not too red. That specific orange.”

“A camping app that is actually beautiful is more useful, because

you want to use it.”

HONEST DATA, NOT A DATABASE DUMP

Campgrounder lists 1,113 campgrounds across all 50 states and Canada, in sixteen categories,
from national parks and BLM land to the city and county parks that rarely turn up anywhere else.
Every entry is added by hand.

“Every single one of them | would stay at,” Ben says. “That is the bar. Nothing is promoted,
nothing is sponsored, and nobody pays to rank higher.”

What the app does not do is guess. More than a hundred federal campgrounds show how many
sites are genuinely open tonight, pulled straight from Recreation.gov and refreshed through the
day. When a campground is full, Cancellation Watch emails you the moment a site frees up.
Wildfire activity comes from the official NIFC incident feed and NASA satellite data, and when a
large or poorly contained fire sits near a bookable camp the app says so plainly, with acreage,
containment, distance and a link to the official order.

Many listings open a live satellite map of every individual campsite, so you can pick the spot
nearest the water before you book. Others carry sunrise and sunset arcs, campfire restrictions, air
quality, drive time, and a packing list that adapts to the gear you already own.

BORN ON THE GREAT LAKES

Campgrounder began in Michigan. Ben was raised there, shaped by Lake Superior and by the
backcountry around Northern Michigan University in Marquette. That upbringing is the reason
the app treats the Midwest as a destination in its own right rather than the space between two
coasts.

“The Great Lakes get written out of the camping conversation,” he says. “People picture Utah, or
the Sierra. Meanwhile there is freshwater coastline here you could spend a whole life on, and
almost nobody is mapping it properly.”

Michigan is now the most deeply covered state in the app, with 32 campgrounds. Pictured Rocks
on Lake Superior, where sandstone cliffs banded in mineral color rise 200 feet out of cold water.
The Lake Michigan dune camps with two thousand feet of beach. Caseville out on the Thumb.
And Marquette Tourist Park, the city run campground in the town where Ben went to school.



Michigan is also where Campgrounder solved a problem the whole category ignores. City and
county campgrounds are frequently cheaper than state parks and easier to book, yet they are
close to invisible online, because no national database carries them and each county publishes
its own way. The City and County category launched with 13 Michigan parks, every one
researched and verified by hand.

“The Great Lakes get written out of the camping conversation.
There is freshwater coastline here you could spend a whole life

on.

WHAT THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST ADDED

Ben lives and works in the Pacific Northwest now, and the second half of the story happened
there. Different trees, different water, the same problem.

“The PNW taught me that the best camping is the camping you almost did not book,” Ben says.
“The sites that turn up when you zoom into a national forest you have never heard of. | wanted to
make more of those discoveries possible for more people.”

The data reflects that instinct. Alongside Yosemite, Yellowstone and Zion sit some of the most
overlooked destinations in American camping. The Boundary Waters, three million acres
reachable only by paddle. Cumberland Falls in Kentucky, one of only two places in the Western
Hemisphere where a moonbow forms in the mist below a waterfall.

There is no account, and there never has been. Saved camps, trips and profile all live on the
device.

“l had zero interest in accounts or logins. Your camping profile is
yours. It lives on your phone. | am not building a database of

campers.”




MILESTONES

|

EARLY 2026 Campgrounder begins as a Pacific Northwest side project, a curated alternative to
ad driven campground search.

JUNE 2026 Approved by the App Store. Campgrounder for iOS launches on June 30.

JULY 2026 Version 1.2 adds Passport trip cards, live sunrise and sunset arcs, per campsite
satellite maps, and coverage of all 63 US National Parks.

JULY 2026 Live availability from Recreation.gov arrives across more than 100 federal
campgrounds, with Cancellation Watch email alerts for sold out sites.

JULY 2026 Wildfire Watch and Camper's Caution launch, built on NIFC incident data and
NASA satellite feeds.

JULY 2026 Coverage passes 600 campgrounds across all 50 states and Canada. The City
and County category launches with 13 hand verified Michigan parks.

JULY 2026 Brand refresh introduces the pine and tent mark, alongside version 1.3 for

ios.

ABOUT CAMPGROUNDER

Campgrounder is a free campground discovery app for iOS and the web, covering 1,113 hand
curated campgrounds across all 50 US states and Canada. It spans sixteen categories, including
National Parks, Forest Service, BLM, Army Corps, State Parks, City and County, Private, Glamping,
RV Parks and Provincial Parks. Curated listings are combined with live public data: real time
availability from Recreation.gov, wildfire activity from NIFC and NASA, and weather and air
quality from Open-Meteo. Booking always happens on the official reservation site.
Campgrounder requires no account, carries no banner advertising, and keeps working offline
once installed. Born in Michigan, on the Great Lakes, and shaped by years in the Pacific
Northwest. Part of Moss and Fog Media.

KEY FEATURES

LIVE AVAILABILITY More than 100 federal campgrounds show how many sites are actually
open tonight, straight from Recreation.gov and refreshed through the

day.
CANCELLATION Watch any sold out federal campground and get an email the moment a site
WATCH opens for your dates. One tap to unsubscribe.

WILDFIRE WATCH Live fire activity from NIFC and NASA, with plain language warnings
when a large or poorly contained fire sits near a bookable camp.

PER SITE MAPS Many campgrounds open a satellite map of every individual campsite. Filter by
loop, spot the waterfront and spacious sites, then book the one you want.

1,113 CAMPGROUNDsS Hand curated across all 50 states and Canada, in sixteen categories.
Nothing promoted, nothing sponsored.



SEARCH BY FEEL Type a state, a city, a zip code, or a mood such as dog friendly free camping,
dark sky, or waterfall hikes. Voice search included.

KNOW BEFORE YOU Price, seasons, amenities, weather, air quality, sunrise and sunset arcs,

GO campfire status, drive time and estimated cell signal.

NO ACCOUNT Saved camps, trips and profile stay on the device. Optional passwordless sync
NEEDED for people who want it across phones.

WORKS OFFLINE Installs to the home screen as a progressive web app and keeps working

without a signal.

BRAND

Logo. A rounded triangle in campfire orange with a pine tree knocked out of the center. A tent
and a tree in one mark.

Wordmark. CAMPGROUNDER, set in Montserrat, letterspaced. The wordmark may be used on
its own.

Ember H#E8481C Accent, calls to action, the mark itself
Forest #OCIF15 Primary app background

Canopy #132B1C Secondary surfaces and panels

Tile #203429 App icon background

Smoke #FFFFFF Typography on dark

Ben VanderVeen, Founder

hello@campgrounder.io - campgrounder.io

Available for editorial coverage, tool round ups and outdoor technology features. Screenshots, founder

availability and campground access provided on request.

Campgrounder - campgrounder.io - Part of Moss and Fog Media - mossandfog.com



